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For his contribution to the exploration of the cultural landscape of 
Europe and its significance for the European debate on identity.

Claudio Magris is Professor of Dutch Language and Literature at 
the University of Trieste. He is the author of many stories and 
novels and also the writer of a series of essays on motives and 
traditions, in particular in European literary culture. He was born in 
Trieste shortly before the Second World War and still lives there. It 
is the cosmopolitan capital of his work. His book Microcosmi is a 
collection of impressions, landscapes, memories and anecdotes 
about the area around Trieste, where the people have become 
confused about contemporary history and no longer know who 
they are because of the constantly changing borders and different 
regimes. In his observations of this torn Central European society, 
an “ironic identity”, an identity without force and conventions, has 
a central place. While journalists, political scientists and historians 
go in search of the causes and consequences, as well as conclu-
sive declarations for the crisis in Central Europe, Magris is particu-
larly interested in the precise observations of the existing 
contrasts and similarities. In turn, this interpretation leads to new 
contradictions. The theme of the border, border crossings, blurred 
borders, both in an individual and in a national sense, constantly 
recurs in his work in different ways and images. The Sikkens Foun-
dation not only awarded the prize to Magris for his literary “use of 
color”, but also for his contribution to the exploration of the cultu-
ral landscape of Europe and its significance for the European 
debate on identity. By awarding the Sikkens Prize to IBA Emscher 
Park and Claudio Magris in 1999, the Sikkens Foundation wanted 
to both draw attention and make a contribution to the European 
debate on cultural identity, which is still not sufficiently explored 
and remains far behind the attention which is devoted to political 
and economic cooperation.


